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Overview
The recent announced WFP Food ration cuts for targeted populations due
to funding constraints, including a reduction of food rations for IDPs and
refugees in South Sudan from 70% to 50%, will further exacerbate
protection risks of the beneficiaries. Increased food insecurity, including
in IDP sites, have a particularly negative impact on individuals with specific
needs. Complementary protection response, together with averting
additional violence and negative coping strategies as a result of food
insecurity, is needed to avoid a greater response cost, such as to new mass
displacements and significant loss of life. Ensuring greater food security
will avoid the potential destabilization of the overall security and
protection environment which could fuel further national conflict and
further perpetuate overall humanitarian need.

5.0 M people in need
2.6 M people targeted
$99 M HRP requirement

The Protection Cluster joined the ICCG mission to Bor, Duk Padiet and
Panyagor, in Jonglei, during the 22nd and 24th April. The mission had the
participation of several clusters and had the objective to support timely
and coordinated multi-cluster response, monitor and evaluate cluster’s
performance in the field and identify and find solutions for emerging gaps,
obstacles, duplication and cross-cutting issues. Thousands of persons were
displaced from Panyagor and Duk Padiet due to the floods.
gdagdagdagdaghdhad
The
level of water in the visited locations are still significantly high and dikes are being constructed in the
affected areas. In Bor, two new displacement sites were established by communities displaced by floods. IDPs
requested the provision of livelihoods and land to cultivate. The PC is supporting promoting advocacy and
coordination for the concession of land for farming for the IDPs in support to promote food security for the
communities.

Protection cluster email: protectionclustersouthsudan@gmail.com

Source of data: Protection Cluster 5W dataset, cluster partners and UNOCHA FTS portal

Child Protection Sub-Cluster
Child Protection services and response - the Sub-cluster has identified increasing child protection needs, limited
availability of child protection services and continued funding challenges across the country including in food
insecure locations. In April, the Sub-custer reached a total of 52,500 people including 42,414 children (20,635
girls and 21,779 boys) through static and mobile teams across the country. 26,490 (9,374 girls, 10,667 boys,
4,197 women and 2,252 men) of them were benefited from Mental health and psychosocial support services and
3,013 children (7 %) received specialized services through case management including 550 UASC (340 girls)
provided with FTR services. Additionally, 52,500 people (9,660 girls, 9,572 boys, 14,692 women and 18,487 men)
were reached with Child Protection messages on prevention of CP issues and services.
Child protection response in food insecure counties

14,321 children,
adolescents, and 25,681
caregivers reached with
child protection services

6,241 children (46% girls) and 1,651
caregivers received structured PSS
services through child-friendly spaces
and mobile teams

509 children (271 girls)
provided with CM
services

80 new cases of UASC were
identified (27 girls and 53
boys) in Pibor and Ayod.

Child protection concenrs in Tonj North - child protection partners participated in a Inter-agency Needs
Assessment covering Tonj North, a location that has continued to experience recurring sub-national intercommunal violence among communities. The assessment which targeted 11 villages in four payams outlined
displacement, killing and abduction of women and children and issue of UASCs, child labor, GBV and use of
children by the inter-communal fighting groups. The severity of the child protection issues are requiring urgent
attention and follow up. The Sub-cluster is following up with partners to address the areas highlighted in the
assessment report.
Capacity building of CP frontline actors - the Sub-cluster continue to build capacity of partners and community
structures on CP approaches. On April, 106 child protection frontline workers (44 female) were trained on child
protection in emergency including case management. In addition, 142 child protection volunteers and members of
CP networks (66 females) were trained on CP approaches.
Children living and working on streets
The Western Bahr el Ghazal Child Protection Working Group in
collaboration with the Ministry of Gender, Child and Social Welfare and
UNMISS organised a one-day advocacy event to discuss plight of children
living and working on the streets who are at increased risk of violence,
exploitation and abuse. During the event participants dicussed the push
and pull factors forcing children to the streets (root causes and issues
affecting the children) as well explored possible joint efforts by the
government and humanitarian partners to address this concern. The
discussion further noted the need for a collective effort in addressing this
phenomenon of children living and working on the streets - which seen to
be on an increase in most of the urban areas in the country. As a result of
this intervention, actors were made aware of the characteristics, needs
and varying vulnerabilities of children living on the streets of Wau town
and were called upon to commit to addressing the child protection
concerns of the affected children.

Participants in a group discussion during the event. Photo: HCO

Gender-Based Violence Sub-Cluster
GBV concerns and response - safety of women and girls continue to be of great concern as reports of women
abduction and rape are constant in different IDP sites. Reports of violence have also been reported as women
leave the sites to access firewood and other basic services. Specialized comprehensive multi-sectoral GBV
services through static and mobile service delivery, implementing GBV in emergency program interventions are
the ways to bring social change, integrating GBV interventions with other sectoral interventions to prevent and
mitigate the risks to GBV. In Mundri East and West, several GBV cases have been reported during April.
Assessments conducted indicated protection concerns affecting women and girls is a key issue. The Sub-cluster
distributed 750 dignity kits in Mundri East and Mundri West to women and girls of reproductive age. The Subcluster has also engaged with donors to present the plans of the Sub-cluster and to request support for
strengthening GBV programming in South Sudan, including on legal programing, support for health through HPF,
and primary prevention of GBV through tested programming approaches such SASA and EMAP.
Support to GBV service delivery

With the aim to strengthen sub-national GBV
coordination, the GBV Sub-cluster embarked on
carrying out a series of trainings focused to women
group and women-led organizations. Through the
trainings the Sub-cluster target to strengthen the
women organizations' participation in protection
coordination structures. The traning includng topics
on GBV minimum standards, proposal development,
budgeting, and funding structures as the South Sudan
Humanitarian Fund (SSHF) and Rapid response fund
(RRF). The Two trainings that were each carried out for
two days brought together 28 participants (24 female,
4 male) drawn from Juba, Kapoeta, Torit, gdsgds fdd
Wau, Yei, Rumbek, RubKona, Bor and Aweil. The trainers used both face to face and virtual method of training
observing the COVID-19 SOPs. The facilitation team included the GBV Sub-cluster, technical experts on
proposal development, budgeting and donor requirements from IRC, IOM and OCHA.

Safety Audit in Juba IDP camp 1 and 3 - several GBV partners conducted a safety audit in Juba IDP camps during
April. The Audit identified a surge in crime since the PoCs transitioned to IDP camps in 2020, particularly
incidents of GBV as rape and sexual assaults allegedly perpetrated by people not known to the survivor outside
the camps and by armed individual disguised in civilian clothes. IDPs reported that court hearing sessions and
disputes resolutions are conducted in an unrestricted open structure where masses of people witness trials
including GBV cases without consideration for privacy. The cases are not timely solved and GBV survivors report
mistrust in the reporting mechanisms. GBV survivors also fear reporting cases due to the possession of illegal
arms by perpetrators. The Audit identified that law enforcement authorities (police and prison service) are hardly
present in the camps address the criminal cases. Gang activities are reported to be on the rise creating mass panic
and psychological unrest among women and girls. The lack of adequate WASH facilities has been a key driver of
crime and insecurity recorded in the camps. Several recommendations have been drawn from the Audit.
Humanitarian actors are coordinating with UNMISS and the government to implement the issues and address the
concerns reported during the Audit. Similar Audits may be conducted in the other former PoC sites to identify the
protection concerns that have follow the transitioning process.

Mine Action Sub-Cluster
Explosive Remnant of War (ERW)-Related Accidents - during the month of April, two ERW related accidents
were reported in Northern Bahr-el-Ghazal. On 6 April, three girls were injured in Aweil West and, on 25 April,
one boy and one girl were injured by a hand grenade in Aweil North.
Explosive Ordnance Risk Education - Although mine action clearance activities have been limited due to the
COVID-19 pandemic until recently, mine action partners across the country have still been able to mitigate the
risks of accidents through explosive ordnance risk education (EORE), which reached a total of 19,539
beneficaries (4,228 women, 3,909 men, 5,342 girls, and 6,060 boys) in April 2021.

EORE in remote and hard to reach areas
Community Action Organization (CAO), a national non-profit
humanitarian and development organization established on
December 2014, is working in remote and hard to reach
areas that receive little to no basic services and in regions
that have been affected conflict, poverty, extreme hunger
and illiteracy. Over the past few years, the organization has
increased its capacity with an increase in staff, partners and
volunteers to match the increase in its programs and projects
as it expands throughout South Sudan. CAO works in close
coordination and collaboration with the beneficiary
communities, partners and other stakeholders to build
synergy and strenghten communities’ resilience with the
hope of becoming self-sufficient, and to increase the pool of
empowered capable community members who are able to
transform their communities out of extreme hunger, poverty,
illiteracy, and diseases and thereby improve their access to
increased opportunities to better their social welfare and
economic livelihoods.
With support from the SSHF 2020-21, CAO delivered
explosive ordnance risk education sessions to 8,000 women,
5,000 men, 6,000 boys and 4,200 girls in Nasir and Fangak in
Greater Upper Nile region and Jonglei, respectively. Prior to
the COVID-19 pandemic, EORE sessions took place in
schools. Since then, EORE sessions have been delivered to
households as well as pastoralist communities. Whenever
explosive ordnance is reported by the community members,
CAO reports the information to UNMAS to respond and
destroy the items.

To report a suspicious object, please contact UNMAS at its 24-hour hotline (remains
open during the COVID-19 crisis): 092 000 1055 or via email at report@unmas.org

Housing, Land and Property Technical Working Group (HLP TWG)
The HLP TWG is coordinating the response to HLP issues with the state level TWGs. In April, the TWG promoted
discussions with Wau HLP TWG, including on the activities being conducted in the state level and the challenges
presented in the Greater Bahr el Ghazal. The TWG is also advising on the ToR for an upcoming research to be
conducted by CSRF on exploring the conflict sensitivity implications and risks opportunities and unintended
consequences of land tenure approaches. The TWG has concluded the update of the HLP Resource Library,
which include several useful resources for HLP programming. The TWG is also updating the 3W mapping of HLP
activities. The HLP partners are also supporting the MLHUD on preparing an advocacy note on women land
ownership issues directed to IGAD. A validation workshop was conducted in April and a conference with women
grass root organizations is planned for June.

Strenghtening Women HLP rights
“The expectation is that women should deliver
babies but not own or inherit the land. As a result,
women face domestic abuse and cannot easily
leave, they also get chased away from their
homes if their husband dies” Suzana Mario, Acting
Chief (the only female holding that position), Wau,
Western Bahr el Gazal State.
Housing, Land, and Property is much more than a
just roof over one’s head. A “home”—and the sense
of security, belonging, and stability that it
generates—are essential to prosperity and peace.
However, in South Sudan, as in as in many nations,
women are disproportionately denied the
opportunity to assert these rights.

For many women, tenure security is contingent upon a male relative or spouse and may be lost or denied without
warning. Although the Constitution of South Sudan and the 2009 Land Act guarantee women and men equal land
and property rights, the operationalization and realization of those rights are frequently curtailed by
discriminatory customary laws implemented through traditional leadership structures. Women chiefs are rare in
South Sudan, as most leadership and customary law custodians are men. Suzana is an acting Chief, working to
improve women’s access to land rights in her community. She knows from experience that women are often
trapped in abusive relationships without a safe place to go - especially when they do not have independent access
to housing, land, and property. Suzana works with organizations such as IOM to counsel families on the
importance of respecting women’s rights to access and own property, while providing support to vulnerable
people, especially widows who struggle to operationalize their rights.
To support communities like Suzana’s, IOM has undertaken intensive, grassroots programming in Western Bahr
el Ghazal, training community members and dispute resolution leaders to better understand, advocate for, and
apply women’s land rights. IOM also provides legal counselling and referral services to women and men seeking to
resolve housing, land and property disputes and access challenges. In 2021, IOM is expand its focus towards
challenging the harmful norms that reinforce women’s subordination and denial of housing, land, and property
rights, which also perpetuates gender-based violence.
This work is funded by the United States Bureau of Humanitarian Assistance (BHA) and the United Kingdom
Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO). It contributes to IOM’s Addressing Gender-Based
Violence in Crisis Framework.

